Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 MTNGE 01786 091830Z 

43 

ACTION STR-04 

INFO OCT-01 10-11 ISO-00 STRE-00 AGR-05 CEA-01 CIAE-00 

COME-00 DODE-00 EB-07 FRB-03 H-02 INR-07 INT-05 L-03 

LAB-04 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 AID-05 CIEP-01 SS-15 

ITC-01 TRSE-00 USIA-06 PRS-01 SP-02 FEAE-00 OMB-01 

XMB-02 OPIC-03 AF-06 ARA-06 EA-07 EUR-12 NEA-10 /137W 

059769 

P091702ZMAR 76 

FM USDEL MTN GENEVA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 1245 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MTN GENEVA 1786 

PASS STR FOR ACTION 

H PASS CODEL 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD MTN 

SUBJECT: AGRICULTURAL NOTIFICATION/CONSULTATION PROCEDURE 
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1 . US MTN DEL APPRECIATES COMPREHENSIVE GUIDANCE OF REFTEL. 

WE ARE IN EULL ACCORD WITH THE APPROACH WHICH IT SETS OUT. 

2. WE BELIEVE PROSPECTS FOR IMPLEMENTING 
INSTRUCTIONS IN PARA 4 OF REFTEL WOULD BE IMPROVED IF WE 
CONDUCTED DISCUSSIONS WITH THE EC ON CONCRETE ITEMS OE INTEREST 
RATHER THAN IN THE ABSTRACT. DISCUSSION OF NOTIFICATIONS 

ON SPECIFIC ITEMS OF TRADE INTEREST MAY MODERATE ANTICIPATED 
EC APPREHENSIONS ABOUT AGREEING TO REPORTING PROCEDURES AND 
THEREBY MAKE SATISFACTORY AGREEMENT A BIT EASIER TO ACHIEVE. 
CONSEQUENTLY, WE WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING A LIST OF 
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ON WHICH WE PROPOSE TO MAKE NOTIEICATIONS AND WHICH CAN 
SERVE AS THE EOCUS FOR THESE DISCUSSIONS. 

3. IN SELECTING ITEMS EOR NOTIEICATION, WE ALSO CALL 
ATTENTION TO THE LACK OE SYMMETRY BETWEEN THE COVERAGE 
OE TRADE BARRIERS EMBRACED BY THE "OTHER PRODUCTS" AGRIC- 
ULTURAL COMPROMISE ON THE ONE HAND AND THE COVERAGE OE 
BARRIERS EMBRACED BY THE FUNCTIONAL GROUPS ON THE OTHER 
HAND. WHILE THE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS COMPROMISE EMBRACES 
SUCH BARRIERS AS VARIABLE LEVIES, STATE TRADING AND MINIMUM 
IMPORT PRICES, THERE ARE NOT YET COORESPONDING PROCEDURES 
COVERING THESE RESTRAINTS IN THE EXISTING NTM 

SUBGROUPS. IN ORDER TO PRESERVE THE LINKAGE BETWEEN AGRICULTURE 
AND THRE REST OF THE NEGOTIATIONS WE SHOULD DEFER, 

AT LEASE FOR THE MOMENT, NOTIFICATION OF AGRICULTURE BARRIERS 
FOR WHICH THERE IS NO COUNTERPART FUNCTIONAL GROUP. IN 
THIS CONNECTION WE NOTE THAT THE NEXT NTM GROUP MEETING, 
SCHEDULED TO BEGIN APRIL 26, WILL TAKE UP PROPOSALS TO 
HANDLE "MEASURES FOR WHICH NO MULTILATERAL APPROACH EXISTS", 

A BASKET CATEGORY WHICH THE EC PROPOSED AT THE LAST 
MEETING AND WHICH ONLY THE AUSTRALIANS OPPOSED. IF THIS 
BASKET PROPOSAL IS ADOPTED AT THE NEXT NTM GROUP MEETING, 

THE PROBLEM OF "PARALLELISM" BETWEEN GROUP AGRICULTURE 
AND THE OTHER FUNCTIONAL GROUPS WILL DISAPPEAR AND WE CAN 
PROCEED WITH OTHER NOTIFICATIONS; BUT UNTIL THEN, WE SHOULD 
HOLD OFF ON THESE ITEMS. 

4. FINALLY, WITH REGARD TO ADDITIONAL LETTERS REQUESTING 
QR CONSULTATIONS (PARA 3, REFTEL), WE WOULD LIKE TO EMPLOY 
THE TECHNIQUE OF REFERRING TO THE PROCEDURES OF BOTH THE QR 
SUBGROUP AND THE GROUP AGRICULTURE COMPROMISE SO AS TO PERMIT 
US (IF WE WANT) TO MEET UNDER THE ASUPICES OF THE FORMER 
WHILE OUR PARTNERS MAY WISH TO MEET UNDER THE AUSPICES OF 

THE LATTER. WALKER 
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